
I find NHTSA’s apparent lack of resolve to be rather troubling on the daytime 
running lights issue.  This issue has been around for many years, with no 
resolution.  All that was  accomplished was making a large number of people 
angry.   
 
I have never seen an unbiased study which would indicate that DRL’s are good for 
safety.  My personal experience seems to indicate the exact opposite.  When 
oncoming cars have DRL’s I tend to look away from them.  I also tend to wear 
sunglasses more, even on overcast days, to fight the overpowering light.  When 
these cars are behind me, I typically put the rearview mirror on night vision.  
Needless to say, by looking away, wearing sunglasses when ambient light is low, 
and not using the rearview, safety would tend to be negatively affected.   
 
I have a few specific items I would like to address: 
 
1.I still maintain that the best solution to all of this is to eliminate DRL’s 
entirely.  We never had them before, so why are they needed now?  If someone is 
so problematic a driver that they cannot see a large vehicle, then they should 
not be driving.  This problem is best corrected by stricter driver licensing 
standards, not more lights.  Some people do dumb things, these people will still 
hit you, regardless of how many lights you illuminate. 
 
2.If we absolutely must have DRL’s, they should be voluntary. 
 
3.All DRL equipped vehicles should have an on/off switch to be used at the 
driver’s discretion.  Many people make the choice to not wear seatbelts(I wear 
mine and encourage you to also), but the car will still drive without a seat 
belt fastened.  Why can I choose to drive without a seatbelt, but we are 
debating lights?  This logic eludes me. 
 
4.It is harder to see directional lights(turn signals) on DRL vehicles.  This is 
even worse when the turn signal lights ARE the DRL’s.   
 
5.Daytime headlight usage should be reserved for inclement weather(many DRL cars 
do NOT use headlights during bad weather), motorcycles, and emergency vehicles.  
They just tend to blend in with the other DRL cars.   
 
6.I want to see the environmental impact of DRL’s discussed.  Common sense would 
seem to dictate that these cause cars to burn more fuel, which wastes oil and 
causes pollution.  Also, the manufacturing and disposal of these bulbs is not 
benign.   
 
7.I see no need to worry about what Canada thinks.  The US auto market is 
significantly larger than that of Canada.  If anyone is going to conform, Canada 
should harmonize with the US.  Having personally been to the Yukon in the past, 
I can say that ambient light is not very great all year long there.  That was at 
61 degrees latitude.  Comparing that to the US, most of the country lies between 
25-48 degrees north latitude.  You are comparing apples and oranges, and thus, 
cannot have the same standards. 
 
8.It would seem reasonable that GM wants to make a standard line of cars for 
both countries, then the only major difference would be the measuring 
devices(speedometers, odometers, etc.)  This should toss up a red flag and make 
their arguments suspect.  I am not saying that this is their motivating factor, 
but it could be.  I bought a Ford specifically due to no DRL’s and I made sure 
that I told the dealer that at purchase time.   
 



In conclusion, I sincerely hope that NHTSA will take this seriously.  In the 
past many citizens were pushed aside on this issue.  It is time to make a 
decision on ALL of these topics.  Over the past few years, more DRL cars have 
been produced, but the opposition to DRL’s has not gone away and I would 
speculate that the DRL impact is now far worse, since more of these cars are on 
the roads.  No longer can we all wishfully think that we can exhaust the other 
side and they will merely go away.  There must be a firm resolution here, let’s 
hope that NHTSA can chalk up a win for the little guy.  Thanks. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James Sikorski Jr. 
 


